De bes Th hee? YW 
Lot LOEC FATS T 


TAL UNIVERSITY PACIFIC LUTHERAN 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


RY MAY 10 1955 


God Calls to Man His Acres to Prepare 


May 15th is our Forward with Christ Sunday. But it is also Rogation Sunday in the church 
calendar, or Rural Life Sunday. Originally religious processions were held, when congregations went 
out to the fields asking God’s blessing on the growing crop. Services now are held in churches with 
special prayers to God for fields and flocks. This idea may well be combined with our special appeal 
on May 15th. For the Forward with Christ is ours that we may better sow the good seed. The fol- 
lowing hymn which may be sung to the tune of Finlandia carries the idea of both the sower and 
the reaper. 


God calls to man, his acres to prepare Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer of the race, 

When springtime comes—new furrows for the grain! Thou hast revealed God the Creator’s hand. 
Breaking the ground, we breathe to him a prayer, Though we are weak, sufficient is thy grace, 
Give rain and shine, the harvest to attain. Wherefore we pray, bless thou the seeded land. 
O Lord of Hosts, thy servants in the field As thou hast fed the thousands following thee, 
Must look to thee their sacred work to shield. So bless these loaves, show us thy royalty. 

As though ordained a sacrament it seems, And when the plow, for reaper’s tasks, must rest, 
Granted through those who till the holy earth, (Make real to us thy presence in the plains; 

Whose dormant life, awakening from dreams, When fields of grain are ripe and golden dressed, 
Will yield man’s food, by toil of noble worth. Thanks be to thee for clouds that [brought the rains. 
A sacred call, to plow the fertile sod, Great God, we pray, our farmer’s work sustain; 
Tend sprouting blades, obediently to God. ‘Our faith make strong; our gratitude remain. 


Though seasons come, and soon away have fled, 

To leave us fruit, the harvest of the fields, 

Thy Word proclaims man’s life is more than bread; 

We shall not live, save by the grace God yields. 

Such harvest grant, the bread which does not cease, 

That we may live, O Lord, with thee at peace. Amen. 
—Martin Schroeder, 1941 
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TRUFANT, MICH., BUILDS PARSONAGE 


Trufant, Michigan. A ground break- 
ing ceremony was held Sunday, March 
27, following the morning service at 
St. Thomas Lutheran. Church for a 
new parsonage, which is being built 
immediately west of the church. The 
building will be constructed by men 
of the church, who will donate their 
services, with a goal of $10,000 in 
costs, the building, with free labor, 
should be worth about $18,000. 


Plans call for building a seven 
room home, with a full basement. The 
latter is to be used for overflow class- 
es of the Sunday school, which has 
more than 100 students. 


It is hoped that the amount pledged 
for a three year period, combined 
with the sale of the old parsonage 
will leave only a small indebtedness. 
The basement for this new building is 
_nearly completed: already. 


Taking part in that ceremony be- 
sides the pastor, the Rev. Eugene Le- 
Vine, was Harvey Christensen, our 
newly elected president, who broke 
the ground—members of the build- 
ing committee of which Kenneth Mil- 
ler, our Sunday school superintendent, 
is chairman, also other members of 
our church council were present. 


Easter Sunday was a most beautiful 
day, outside and inside. Our altar 
was adorned with Easter lilies, and 
the organ with. tulips. 

Pastor LeVine delivered a fine -ser- 
mon on the theme: “A Living Hope.” 
We were favored with a solo, “The 
Holy City,” by Mr. David Gillett, and 
our ever faithful choir of around 
eighteen members sang a choir an- 
them, “For God so Loved the World.” 
We were happy to have the church 
filled to hear these messages from 
God through His servant. 


YADA AAA ALISA SA SASS SSIS SILLA SSSI IIIS LISSA III IC 

Our Synodical Memberships according to parochial reports for 1954 com- 

piled by our statistician, Rev. P. C. Jensen, are the following figures by dis- 
tricts, compared with those for the year before: - 


Districts 
Atlantic 


Tllinois 


Wisconsin 


Minnesota 
Iowa 


N. Dak.-Mont. 


Nebraska 


Pacific 


W. Canada 


Synod 


1954 1953 

ibaptized confirmed ‘baptized confirmed 
(2,477 1,567 2,428 1,578 
| OG 2,006 3,092 1,955 
11,054 1,276 10,636 6,995 
122% 4,660 6,999 4,457 
13,997 8,964 13,468 8,672 
2,796 1,716 2,702 1,752 
6,462 4,301 5,937 4,010 
7,845 4,886 7025 4,459 
1,854 1FLO3 1,724 1,091 
56,908 36,479 54,011 34,969 
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BROOKLYN, WIS., CELEBRA' 
5TH ANNIVERSARY 

On Tuesday evening, April 12) 
Brooklyn Lutheran Church celeb 
its Fifth Anniversary. A formal} 
gram was presented and sponsore 
the Couples’ Club (young ma 
group) as members, friends, | 
guests shared in the celebration. 

Highlights on the program wer! 
marks given by former pastors, | 
ert O. Berthelsen of Milwaukee 
Robert N. Hansen of Oregon. Col 
slides of the church’s develop! 
were shown by Einar Johnson,| 
two films by Philipp Johnson | 
depicting the church’s growth, 
numbers on the pfogram were 
thems by the church choir, a 
words from the present pastor, | 
land H. Hansen, and the readin 
the church’s history by Mrs. Ve 
Mortensen. | 


Here are a few excerpts from 
history: “To give the history of 
Brooklyn Lutheran Church it s 
necessary to think back, not to 
turn of the half century which is 
actual beginning so far as any 
corded statistics are concerned, 
rather way back to somew 
around the turn of the century o1 
fore. There wete many year 
work and thought and interest 
prayer which eventually resulte 
our formal organization. . . This s 
was held alive throughout the ; 
and in the years ditectly prec 
our organization, meetings were 
with more regularity and _ sli 
more fervor and interest througt 
able direction and service by Pa 
Ervin Bondo and Andrew Stab 
St. John’s Lutheran in Oregon. 

Later, when Pastor Berthelsen 
placed Pastor Staby in July of 
he. spent as much time as possib 
Brooklyn and finally on April 
1950, notices were sent to inter 
families about a meeting to be 
on April 12th for the purposes of 
mally organizing a congregation 
corporating it, adopting a con: 
tion, and electing officers. The 3 
of this meeting was the organizir 
Brooklyn Lutheran Church wit 
membership of 56 adults. 


In the summers of 1950 and 
(Continued on page 8) 
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itorials and Comments 


MAY 15th IS THE DAY 

en this is read we are very close to the 15th of May. 
is the day when all of our congregations will partici- 
i the Forward with Christ Appeal. The cause has been 
yell presented, especially in the special issue April 24, 
t is hardly necessary to say more about it. 

e, however, are a few last minute words. Remember 
his is a very evangelical appeal. No quota is set for the 
egation nor for the individual. You will simply be con- 
ged with the cause, and then before God you will decide 
you want to give. It is simply a love gift to your 


Here are some congregations and some members who will 
y give much to this cause. They have not had any 
pal expenses the past year in the form of building. Some 
tegations can just as easily raise $10,000 to $25,000 as 
' can raise $2,000.00. 

{ us summarize the causes! We need $100,000 to put 
| College in such a shape that the buildings can keep 
Arving us without deteriorating. Dana College and Trin- 
veminary have been the center of the synod. Students 
astors have gone from these institutions into the synod 
the Christian gospel. 

= need $100,000 to safeguard the pension fund, so that 
‘ld pensioners may continue to get about $720.00 a year. 
- are not eligible for social security. They are above 70, 
e do not want them to suffer. They have sacrificed 
, and we want to see them through. 

e new pension plan started a year ago will be for the 
eger pastors. 

= also need funds for new home mission work. We hope 
¥150,000. ‘We are a part of the Lutherans of the United 
ts and Canada, and we have a duty to help in establish- 
aew congregations. We must stand shoulder to shoulder 
our fellow Lutherans in this great work. So we say, 
-ard with Christ! 


FORWARD TOGETHER IN THE MERGER 
_ O. G. Malmin, editor of the Lutheran Herald of the 
.. one of the four merging churches, a member of the 
Behe and Organization Committee, writes editorially 
t the recent Joint Union Committee meeting: 
ing can make members of the various merger com- 
*es happier than to be told that “we think of you as one 
dy.” It would be a bit premature to say that the four 
as are one already; but it is encouraging to know that 
“1 r friends see us as one. ' 
| an friends been present at the meeting of the Joint 
Committee and the Joint Committee on Polity and 
ization in Chicago March 29 and 30, they could have 
forgiven had they thought that the merger had al- 
47 been consummated. Even when the members of the 
ittee get into each others’ hair, they do it as Drouney 
not, in fact, unheard of, especially in the so-called “P. 
O. Committee,’ that some really drag-down argument 
01 | synodical lines. 
| ae a unity which is becoming so close a to 
most indistinguishable from unlon 1s not difficult to 
rrstand among members of the merger committees. eat 
sat across from one another at the conference tal : 
so many hours, have consumed so many fraternal eae 
»ffee, and have prayed together for the guidance is : 
‘Spirit on their efforts so often that it is quite natura 
they should begin to act as though the merger were 
| as of LUTHERAN HERALD has yet to miss 2 
- Union Committee session and has been a Land e 
Toint P. and O. Committee since it was first appointed. 
‘an recollect no meeting which eats Aa a 
i was the meeting o -30. If 

een. isa single concrete accomplishment to re os 
spirit of the meeting would have marked it as “really 


ething.” 


As a matter of fact, a good deal of accomplishment was 
apparent when the group adjourned. Much of the time was 
used for a study of the draft of a Constitution for the mer- 
ged Church. This document came to the Joint Union Com- 
mittee from the Joint P. and O. Committee. The latter has 
been working on it for almost six months as a group and 
much longer than that in synodical groups. True, the docu- 
ment is not complete. Among vital matters still to be settled 
are articles dealing with the name of the new Church, its 
Division of Education, and its Auxiliaries. In other words, 
the Joint P. and O. Committee has some work still to do on 
it before turning to other assignments. 

It may, however, be said that the structure of the new 
Church is certainly beginning to emerge. It differs little 
from the Report adopted by the 1954 conventions. Some 
matters have been changed, within the framework of the 
Report. For example, the office of vice president has been 
added to the roster of elective offices. This was largely for 
legal reasons. The good gentleman who is elected vice presi- 
dent ‘will occupy the position of a “shadow,” but he is de- 
finitely there. Otherwise, the structure is that which the 
Report envisaged, now put into proper constitutional 
language. 

Another item which occupied some of the time of the 
Joint Union Committee was the matter of time schedule. 
It will be recalled that the 1954 conventions gave a definite 
mandate to the Committee to prepare Constitution, By-Laws, 
Articles of Incorporation, and Articles of Union during the 
biennium. While the resolutions make it quite evident that 
the Churches realize that it may be impossible to complete 
all these documents, the Committee is left in no doubt as to 
the desire to have the entire job done by 1956. Another 
resolution, you will recall, designates 1956 as the year when 
a definite vote on merger shall be taken. 

The concern of the Joint Union Committee is that the 
work shall be done well, but also speedily. Such an ac- 
complishment is possible only by increasing the number of 
meetings, particularly of the Joint P. and O. group. Our 
readers may be interested in the schedule the Joint Union 
Committee arrived at. The Joint Committee on Polity and 
Organization was instructed to meet as follows during the 
remainder of 1955: May 5-6, July 12-15, Sept. 9-10, October 
3-5, and November 9-11, a total of 13 days. The Joint Union 
Committee set the following dates for its meetings, at which 
the P. and O. group will report on its work in detail and 
receive further instructions: September 7-8, October 25-27, 
and December 1-3, a total of eight days. 

It is up to each group, of course, to arrange its own in- 
dividual meetings. The ELC Union Committee makes it a 
regular practice to meet with its P. and O. committee about 
once each month. The ELC P. and O. group tries to meet 
three or four times a week, usually for three hours each 
time. It is this writer’s personal opinion that not enough 
meetings have ibeen arranged; if the documents are to be 
completed by December 31, 1955 (an absolute deadline if 
there shall be time for general discussion before the 1956 
discussions), we believe that several more meetings will 
have to be arranged. 

We have gone into such detail as to the projected meetings 
because their number points up something which we might 
as well face. Let us not take it for granted that the job can 
be finished in time. It is not that unexpected difficulties are 
being encountered; nor is it that the committees are “drag- 
ging their feet.” It is the combination of the scope of the 
task and the difficulty of arranging enough meetings which 
makes it uncertain whether all the documents can be finish- 
ed in time for discussion and adoption in 1956. It will be re- 
called that Dr. Schuh, president of the ALC, stressed this 
in the words which we quoted here from his message to his 
Church a few weeks ago. 

All those who are anxious for the merger to come speedily 
should be greatly encouraged by the recent meeting of the 
merger committees. With no intention to minimize problems 
or under-estimate difficulties, in our opinion the prospects 
for the merger become brighter and brighter. It is “a natural,” 
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ALFRED THOMPSON 


By N. B. Hansen 


Alfred Thompson passed away in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, on March 22. It was well known that he had been 
seriously ill for some time. The Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of our church sent him a greeting from its annual 
meeting February 15-16. 


I would like to write a few words about this friend. 
He was well known to my parents and especially my 
older brothers and sisters. He often mentioned both in 
letters and in private conversation that my father and 
my brother Hans were among his very best friends. 


Alfred Thompson became intimately known to me 
when I was asked to become a member of the “Sudan 
Committee” back in 1936. I took Rev. P. C. Jensen’s 
place on this committee and have now represented our 
synod for 19 years in this work. For many years Pastor 
and Mrs. Thompson were our only missionaries in this 
field. There has naturally been much correspondence 
with the Thompsons during these years. 


All who knew Alfred loved him. He was a humble 
servant of God. You felt humble in his presence. He 
never embarrassed anyone. His strength was in his pri- 
vate contact with others. He revealed a deep interest in 
others. His memory was greater than the ordinary. He 
always remembered someone he had once met. 


It should, perhaps, be said of him that he was a man 
of much prayer. Many years ago I attended a meeting of 
the Lutheran Foreign Missions Conference in Min- 
neapolis. One of the speakers was a Rev. M. E. Sletta of 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota. In his talk he mentioned a little 
book written by a Pastor G. Munster in Denmark. This 
man was the president of the Sudan Mission in that 
country. In this book Munster mentions the power of 
prayer. He relates two incidents in the life of Thompson 
and other missionaries. Drought had become a serious 
problem in the land around Numan. The chief of a tribe 
came to Thompson and Bronnum asking for help. They 
knelt together and prayed for rain, and it rained. The 
same thing happened in Lamurde, where the Thompsons 
spent most of their time in Africa. Spirit worshippers 
came to him for help. Thompson asked these worship- 
pers to pray to their gods for two days. He and the 
Christians would pray to their God the following two 
days. God answered the prayers of the Christians. 
Thompson spent much time in prayer. Rain eame on the 
second day on which the Christians prayed. 


I was greatly impressed when I was in Africa in 1949 
and saw the work he and his wife had done in and a- 
round Lamurde. The Lamurde church was not only 
large and well filled at all services, the prayer meetings, 
held every Wednesday evening, were entirely under the 


leadership of the Africans and the church was fille! 
all meetings. 
The thing that impressed me most I believe was 
type of spiritual life that was evident in his church | 
daughter churches—about 27 of them at that time. 
felt a true, sincere, Christian atmosphere in this f 
This was the first congregation to be able to be wit 
white leadership. Many of the pastors and other C 
tian leaders throughout the province of Nigeria 
come from the -Lamurde territory. The Danish ; 
sionaries said, “Han vinder alles Hjerter”—he captiv 
the hearts of all, certainly was true of Thompson. 


This is an incident in Alfred Thompson’s life d 
the years that he was unable to return on his reg 
furlough due to the wars: The weather is very ho 
that part of the country. Man soon runs out of ene 
Thompson carried on his work in spite of the heat. 
would go from congregation to congregation conduc 
services. A black man would often preach for him, 
lhe would administer the sacraments. Many were 
times when he would faint in the midst of a commu 
service. The people would carry him out of the 
church, bathe his face with water, and when he ws 
come to again he would carry on the interrupted ser 
whether it was a communion service, baptism, or y 
ding. \ 


The Thompsons have had some trying times du 
their years of service. It was not easy for them to ] 
their children with others while they went to Af 
But God blessed them with many children in Afri 
children that still call them father and mother. § 
the Sudan Mission was not supported directly by 
church, not many of the congregations were inviting 
Sudan missionaries to visit them, but that changed - 
the years. One congregation after another became 
terested in this mission and extended invitations 
them. They became loved and wanted throughout 
synod. Contributions to the Sudan Mission have | 
very generous for many years. 


Thompson was a spiritual son of the late Jens Di 
He had attended Brorson High School at Kenn 
North Dakota, and while there yielded his life to C 
service. He had Christian parents and felt the ca 
God from the time he was 10 years old to serve Go 
the mission field. 


Thompson is no longer with us, but his memory 
long remain. We thank God for him and for what H 
complished through him in Africa. On his behalf I 
to thank those that received him into their homes, 
gregations, and prayers. God grant us many such 
vants in our church. 


69,362,978 
Merans in World 


eva—There are 69,362,978 Lu- 
Ss in the world, according to sta- 
“s compiled here by the Lutheran 
d Federation. 


Carl E. Lund-Quist, executive 
tary, said the figure covers about 
church and mission groups but 
| not include Lutherans in coun- 
where no organized church exists. 
530 does not include small Lutheran 
regations in such areas as Belgium 
Mexico, or German and Scandin- 
mn Lutheran churches in foreign 
ttries. 


we total represents an increase of 
),794 over the number of Luther- 
reported by the federation in 1953. 


$n the basis of the statistics, Dr. 
H-Quist said, Lutherans comprise 
lly three per cent of the world 
ulation of 2,499,000,000, about one- 
#8 of world Protestantism’s 207 mil- 
and about 10 per cent of the 
.d Christian total of 692,400,000. 


* the over-total, 47,864,406 are mem- 
of the 56 church bodies of 29 
Gitries that are affiliated with the 
H: 929,724 comprise groups in close 
a ing relationship with the federa- 
}- 5,338,848 belong to other Luther- 
thurches and groups; and 15,230,000 
members of Union Churches in 
f-nany. 


sore than half the Lutherans—36,- 
072—are concentrated in Germany. 
sden has 7,000,000, the United 
ses and Canada 6,970,987, Denmark 
H6,500, Finland 4,007,920, and Nor- 
re 3,155,232. 


thodists Get 
ort on Gains 
hort Worth, Tex.—Methodism has 
ined 1,564,145 members since its 
se major branches united in 1939, 
lording to a statistical report issued 
he denomination’s South Central 
fisdictional convocaion here. 
Ihe Rev. Paul D. Womeldorf, Okla- 
aa City, executive secretary of the 
isdiction, reported that The Method- 
Church in the United States now 
a total membership of 9,223,152 
“sons, an increase of 20.4 per cent 
ce unification. 
Methodist churches in the jurisdic- 
n, covering eight states, have added 
),916 members, making a total of 
198,493. This is a 24.8 per cent in- 
s ase, 
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[URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
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Biblical Map is 
Newest Wallpaper Design 

New York—A biblical map created 
by a Des Moines Sunday school teach- 
er and artist has been reproduced by 
a wallpaper manufacturer here. 

The eight-color mural attempts to 
make the Bible story coherent to chil- 
dren. The company, Wall Trends, Inc., 
is promoting its use in Sunday schools. 

Mrs. Christine McLaren, creator of 
the mural, said here that she under- 
took the project because she found her 
Sunday school pupils were “confused 
by the varying names given to the 
same localities in different Bible stor- 
jes.” 

The teacher said she also found they 
had no conception of distances be- 
tween places mentioned in the Bible 
or of the “continuous flow of biblical 
history from the disjointed stories 
taught.” 

Mrs. McLaren, a grandmother, be- 
lieves that her map clears up such 
confusion and makes the Bible story 
clearer ‘to youngsters. 

“I have tried to remove from the 
Bible to the mural a continuous story 
that moves from the beginnings of 
Jewish history to the end of the New 
Testament,” she explained. 

“My intention was to produce, as 
clearly as possible, a historical map 
that would bring the ancient world 
out of the Bible.” 


5 


She began the project in 1942 after 
several years of teaching Sunday school 
classes at Westminster United Pres- 
byterian church in Des Moines. After 
months of study and research, many 
false starts and numerous corrections, 
Mrs. McLaren completed the mural in 
1946, 

It won praise from Dwight Kirsch, 
director of the Des Moines Art Center, 
and from local church officials, she 
said. 

Five rolls of the wallpaper are re- 
quired to complete a section devoted to 
the Old Testament and two for the 
New Testament. Mrs. McLaren came 
here to launch its distribution. 


Yale Theologian Praises 
Morality of College Students 

New Haven,* Conn—Praise for the 
morality of today’s American college 
student was voiced here by the Rev. 
Clarence P. Shedd, who is retiring in 
June as professor of Christian methods 
at Yale Divinity School. 

He told the school’s 45th annual con- 
vocation that contemporary student be- 
havior does not reflect “the vogue of 
juvenile delinquency, lurid stories of 
which fill our newspapers.” 

“Students today furnish more 
grounds for hope than discouragement,” 
he said. ‘They are the most intelligent- 
ly responsive student generation I 
have known; they are seeking to come 
to grips with the basic problems of 
faith and living. They are not asking 
superficial but ultimate questions and 


FORWARD WITH CHRIST IS PROGRESS 
By K. M. Matthiesen 


We are justly proud of our progress in the material realm. We would 
never go back to “the good old days.’ But we are not satisfied—we 


must ever press on. 


Can we be as proud of our progress in the spiritual realm? Most peo- 
ple would, after sober reflection, agree that our progress is slow, How- 


ever, the old saying: 


“what was good enough for our parents is good 


enough for us” is preponderantly defeated by the fact that many beau- 
tiful churches have lately been erected to replace the old ones in our 
parishes. We are also beginning to bestir ourselves in the realm of 
Evangelism. We now have an opportunity to go “Forward with Christ” 
in a great synod-wide Evangelism and Stewardship movement. 

Through the great movement which we have named “Forward With 
Christ”? each church member is asked to do three things: 


FIRST, TO PRAY. Pray that the witness of God’s great love manifest- 
ed in Jesus Christ for our salvation may become a power to change our 
lives. Pray that there may be enough witnesses in order that the mes- 
sage may effectively reach out to everyone. 


SECOND, TO PARTICIPATE. As you have received God’s great love 
which has resulted in your salvation and added untold blessings in 
every area of your life you are called upon to add action to your faith. 


THIRD, TO GIVE. A portion of what God has given to you should be 
given back to Him. As you identify the work of your church with God 
you are called upon to give to God over and above the usual. 


ees rene eee 
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they will not be satisfied with easy 
answers. They want to find solid 
grounds for ultimate loyalties. 

“Religiously, it is a wistful genera- 
tion—tired of living on snap judgments 
—seeking enduring foundations. They 
are not unfriendly to the Church nor 
to historical creedal ‘positions, but they 
are seriously critical of both.” 

Prof. Shedd asserted that “never 
in this century has there been so much 
serious and creative discussion of the 
problems ‘of religion in higher educa- 
tion as during the past decade.” 

“There is a new mood abroad,” he 
said, “which asserts that values are as 
important as facts—indeed that the 
spiritual values are the most important 
facts with which stuents must deal in 
choosing and pursuing careers, build- 
ing homes and achieving effective cit- 
izenship. 

“We are beginning to see that relig- 
ion belongs in many of the disciplines 
of the liberal arts curriculum. It does 
not have to be bootlegged in—it only 
needs to be made visible.” 


‘Martin Luther’ Banned for 
Public Showing in Philippines 

Manila—The film “Martin Luther”’ 
has been banned by the Philippine 
Board of Review for Motion Pictures. 
But President Ramon Magsaysay au- 
thorized its showing in Protestant 
churches and establishments. 

Commenting on the review board’s 
action, its chairman said: 

“The film glorifies one religion at the 
expense of another.” He added it would 
provoke controversy if freely relegsed. 

The board made its decision despite 
the vigorous opposition of the Philip- 
pine Federation of Christian Churches 
(Protestant). This group immediately 


“An egotist is a man who thinks too much of him- 
self and too little of other people!—Joseph Fort Newton. 
* * * 


Wisdom is knowing what to do next; skill is knowing 
how to do it, and virtue is doing it—David Starr Jordan 
* * * 


The best jobs haven’t been started. The best work 


hasn’t been done.—Berton Braley. 


Eg * * 
I divide the world in three classes—the few who make 


things happen, the many who watch things happen, and 
the overwhelming majority who have no notion of what 


happens.—Nicholas Murray Butler. 


% * % 


The story is told of an only survivor of a shipwreck 
who was thrown upon an uninhabited island. After a 
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assailed the action as an assault upon 
religious freedom and the rights of a 
religious minority. It charged that for 
months the board had suppressed the 
showing of the film. 

In urging that the motion picture be 
made available to the general public, 
the federation said: 

“T.ocal theaters are flooded with sex 
and gangster films which appeal to 
man’s baser nature and tend to pro- 
mote crim and juvenile delinquency.” 

Banning of the “Martin Luther” film 
came after months of controversy over 
ite 

(In New York, Robert E. A. Lee, ex- 
ecutive secre\ary of Luther Church 
Productions which produced the movie, 
said overtures have been made to the 
Philippine government to have the 
board rescind its action. 

“Our position,’ Mr. Lee said, “is that 
the film is in the Philippines for pub- 
lic showing. We are greatly disappoint- 
ed and disturbed by the ban, and we 
interpret it as a violation of the free- 
dom of expression which we know is 
cherished by the Filipinos.”) 


Denver Church Launches 
Co-Pastor Experiment 


Denver—Messiah Lutheran church 
here has launched an experiment to 
determine if two men can serve the 
same congregation simultaneously on 
the basis of equality. 

The Rev. J. Benner Weaver, former 
pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran church, 
Inglewood, Calif., and the Rev. Alton 
Motter, former executive director of the 
Chicago Sunday Evening Club, believe 
that if the experiment works out they 
will have found the solution to the 
pastoral needs of the large congrega- 
tion. 
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The idea originated with Mr. Wei 
who persuaded both Mr. Motter } 
the governing council of the ch I 
to give the plan a try. 

He felt that his church (of e| 
months) with its 1600 members, gr} 
ing as it is, could not be adequa’) 
handled by one pastor. Yet he froy 
ed on the assistant pastor and the} 
sociate pastor plan because one Tf 
has to carry too great a load and 
other either is untrained or does | 
have enouh authority to make decisi« 

‘So at Messiah Lutheran church bi 
work as co-pastors, drawing ident 
salaries and spliiting the responsibil 
along definite lines. 

They share jointly in church adm 
istration and Christian education. | 
Weaver takes primary responsibil 
in matters of finance, worship ¢é 
property. Mr. Moter handles evan{ 
ism and public relations. a 

Each man chose his specialty ace 
ing to his greatest experience. 
Motter, for example, served as one 
the chief public relations men at 
Second Assembly of the World Co 
cil of Churches in Evanston, IIl., ] 
August. 

Both agree the system will wi 
best only if the skills of the two n 
compliment each other and if #1 
have a like philosophy of religion. " 
two pastors were classmates at GC 
tysburg Seminary in Gettysburg, Ps 

In the Denver setup, they make 
50-50 split of other pastoral du 
such as visits to members of the c 
gregation and the preaching of sx 
mons. 


Individual members are given tl 
choice of pastors, so far as possible 
matters such as weddings, funerals | 
personal conferences. 


while he managed to build a rude hut in which he p! 
ed the “little all” that he had saved from the sink 


ship. He prayed to God for deliverance, and anxiot 


scanned the horizon each day to hail any ship that mi 
chance to be passing that way. 


One day, upon returning from a hunt for food, he - 


horrified to find his hut in flames. All that he had, | 


now gone up in smoke! The worst had happened, o: 
it appeared. But that which seemed to have happe 


for the worst was, in reality, for the best. 

To the man’s limited vision, it was the worst. To G 
infinite wisdom, his loss was for the best—that for wl 
he had tprayed. The very next day a ship arrived. ‘ 


saw your smoke signal,” the captain said. 
Can we not take our seeming calamities, and look 


God’s best in them?—From Better Church Bulletins 
Stella O. Barnett (Fleming H. Revell Company) 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 


. Siciliani is sub-agent of the United Bible A- 
ges in Colombia, South America.) _ 


2 year 1825 marked the foundation of the Bible So- 
\of Colombia. Its founders were members of the Ro- 
‘Catholic clergy and valiant laymen who together 
2 the board of directors. Its first president was Dr. 
tb Gual. Mr. James Thompson, agent of the British 
foreign Bible Society founded in London in 1804, 
ed in advisory capacity. One can almost say that this 
itty died at birth because its accomplishments were 
ible. Although it voted to print the Catholic ver- 
fot the New Testament, there is no certainty that 


EARLY MISSIONARIES 
ertheless, all was not lost for God had begun to 


#.e season. Men who had served with the British Le- 
n the battle for Colombian independence remained 
e country; as Protestants they could not keep si- 
about their faith in Christ. Among them was Gen- 
+raser who gave real support to the Gospel cause; 
i-ndants of his continue to do likewise today. With- 
-short time, brave and enthusiastic missionaries 
and continued sowing the good seed. Among them 
Wilne and Penzotti, who traveled extensively and 


., to whom’ we owe the esteemed Modern Version of 
panish Bible; and Mr. S. Smille, author of the well- 
Manual of Introduction to the Study of the 
2d Scriptures. The Presbyterian Mission, which will 
rate its first centennial in 1956, has wielded a tre- 
ous influence among several generations of young 
e, especially through its American schools in Bar- 
illa and Bogota. Many of their former students are 
fonor to the nation and to its homes today. 


CATHOLIC BIBLE ASSOCIATION 


1953, 128 years after the founding of the original 
}- Society in Colombia, the Roman Catholic clergy 
istirred with a new interest in the distribution of the 
\.tures. In March of that year, Bogota’s Catholics 
rated their first Bible Week. In conversation with 
fa certain priest said, “If Protestants distribute the 
2, why can’t we Roman Catholics do the same?” 

‘e same month marked the founding of Catholic 
ls Action, and rumor has it that a “Catholic Bible 
sciation... such as exists in other countries” will be 
ed. The chief promoter of these activities is Father 


WBibles or Bible portions wherever they went; Dr. H.. 
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THE BIBLE IN COLOMBIA 


By Jose Siciliani 


Florencio Alvarez Vasquez of the Society of Jesus, par- 
ish priest of the Church of La Perseverancia in. Bogota. 

The program for Bible Week included a series of. lec- 

tures by various members of the clergy and laymen’and - 
women on such subjects as: “What is the Bible?” “The 

Bible and the Rule of Faith,” and “Literary Beauties of 

the Bible.” Questioned by news reporters as to the rea- 

son for initiating a Bible Week, Father Alvarez replied, 

“It seemed to me it would be a good idea since Protes- 

tants make much of the fact that we Catholics do not 

know the Bible ... ” Asked if Bible reading is neces- 

sary for the Christian life, he answered, “The Church 
says that reading the Bible itself is not necessary (bold 
ours) for Christian living, since the Bible reaches us 

through other channels (bold ours): the catechism is 

a simple summary of the Bible; the Word of God, the 

passages from the Gospels and other Biblical books are 

made known through sermons, through the preaching of 
the priests, which becomes the living Bible (bold ours) 

... And what is Catholic living other than the Bible in 
practice?” 

It is clear then, that while there is a desire to give the 
Bible to the Catholic people, yet the opposite is true, 
since according to Father Alvarez the cathechism and 
the priests suffice as the living Bible. Are they not al- 
ready sowing “on stony ground?” The results may be 
the same as they were back in 1825. Naturally Colombian 
Protestants are pleased that Roman Catholics may get 
to know God through the Catholic version of the Bible. 


INDULGENCE FOR READING THE BIBLE 


I was told that more than 300 Bibles and 5,000 copies 
of the Four Gospels were sold during Bible Week. No 
doubt, publicity through press and radio, announce- 
ments of the subjects to be treated and the offers of 300 
days indulgence for each 15 minutes of Bible reading 
awakened much interest among Catholics who previous- 
ly had not dared to read the Bible for fear of excom- 
munication. Far from doing harm, the results were 
most favorable to us, since many bought not only the 
Catholic but also the Protestant version of the Bible so 
as to make comparisons. In our book store we sold 15 
Nacar-Colunga Bibles and many of our own. Once more 
there must come the conviction that it is impossible to 
change God’s purposes with respect to man—He wills 
their salvation and freedom, not submission to the will 
of men. Isaiah says in chapter 55: “For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my _ ways, 
saith the Lord...So shall my word be that. goeth forth 
out of my mouth: it shall not: return unto me void, but 
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it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall pros- 
per in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

The contrast between prohibiting the Bible and giving 
it to the people is a tangible thing; where there is pro- 
hibition there is retrogression; where people are free to 
read it there is progress. Thus it has been in our be- 
loved Colombia—those who have come to know the will 
of God through the searching of the Scriptures do not 
fill our taverns, prisons, hospitals, houses of vice, because 
Christ reigns in their hearts. Those places are left for 
those of a false faith. Malachi expressed it well in 3:18: 
“Then shall ye return, and discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not.” May God continue to bless 
the seed sown in Colombia to the glory and honor of His 


Name. 


RELIGIOUS Zeal 


Colombia is a propitious place for the Gospel. 
majority of its people are of a tolerant nature and an 
an extreme religious 


open spirit. There is, too, 
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NEWS AND NOTES 

(Continued from page 2) 

student from Trinity Seminary, Mr. 
Mortimer Nielsen was secured to 
work under Pastor Berthelsen in the 
Brooklyn field. .. The present church 
was completed in the summer of 1951 
and dedication services were held on 
August 19th with the Rev. H. C. Jer- 
sild officiating. 

Again in the summer of 1952, a 
senior student from Trinity Seminary 
was secured to work in the Brooklyn 
field, this time Robert N. Hansen. 
When Pastor Berthelsen resigned in 
1953 to accept a call to Kingo Lu- 
theran in Milwaukee, Pastor Robert 
N. Hansen was called jointly to the 
Brooklyn-Oregon parish. 

In the summer of 1953, another sen- 
ior student from Trinity Seminary 
came, Roland H. Hansen, to assist 
with the work. During that summer, 
a few of the members felt that the 
time might be at hand to become a 
separate parish and have our own 
pastor. .. A special meeting was called 
August 18, 1953, to vote on this mat- 
ter with the added stipulation that 
substantial financial assistance would 
come from the Wisconsin District. The 
vote to become a separate parish was 
‘yes’ by a large majority and in Sep- 
tember, 1953, the request for in- 
creased aid from the Wisconsin Dis- 
trict was granted. 

Later, a letter of call was sent to 
Roland Hansen to become our pastor 
in June, 1954... On June 27, 1954, we 
had perhaps the greatest highlight 
of Clinton dedicated the parsonage 
on that day we again held festive 
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which is capable of fighting to the death against anotl 


which runs counter to it, using whatever means may 


and practices. 


at its disposal when the time is ripe. This religious ch 
acter is deeply permeated with superstition which fi: 
expression in idolatry, all for lack of knowledge of © 
basic teachings of Jesus, because their guides are a 
straying from the Way. When such persons come te 
knowledge of the Truth, they become as firm in 

true faith as they once were in their erroneous beli 


The change in the political picture has been a reta 
ing factor in the advance of the Bible in recent ye 
An assurance of rights and liberties for the people ¢ 
by the people will make it possible for the Scriptures 
reach to the farthest corners of the land. In view of 7 


difficulties which evangelical work is still undergo: 
in Colombia, the fact that distribution of the Scriptu 
is possible at all must be considered a blessing of G 
upon this people. Placing our trust in Him, we belie 


The 


zeal ‘Colombia! 


services all day. Pastor Frank Nielsen 
of Clinton dedicated the parsonage 
in the afternoon and in the evening 
Rev. Adolph Petersen of Waupaca in- 
stalled Pastor Roland Hansen. 

And now as we celebrate our 5th 
Anniversary, we realize that Brook- 
lyn Lutheran has gone forward by the 
grace of God until now we have a 
confirmed membership of 156 and 237 
baptized members. 

We have had many interesting 
highlights in our five-year history, 
highlights that have caused us to see 
the fulfillment of the need of a 
church in Brooklyn, and the increas- 
ing number of people who come to 
worship is a testimony of that. 

Kankakee, Ill. The first wedding 
in our new church was a_ beautiful 
spring wedding on March 27th when 
Miss Elaine Jones was wed to Mr. 
Robert Clark. The couple left for the 
West Coast where Robert is stationed. 

Weekly Lenten services were cul- 
minated with Holy Communion on 
Holy Thursday with 102 present; and 
85 partook of Holy Communion. This 
is perhaps a record for this congrega- 
tion. 

163 persons attended church on 
Palm Sunday when a class of 6 young 
boys were confirmed and 30 others 
joined the congregation. 

We present these figures so that 
our many friends throughout the 
Synod, and especially those in the Il- 
linois District, might learn of the 
progress in this parish. The prayers 
and financial support of our many 
friends have been of invaluable as- 
sistance in furthering the Kingdom of 


that, in the not-too-far-distant future, closed doors y 
be opened anew for the great cause of Christ. God sz 


God in Kankakee. 
God! 


All Glory be 


Sermon Manuscripts Invited. S 
mon manuscripts about the Christ 
family are being solicited for a be 
tc be published next year by Abit 
don Press. 

Two typewritten copies of ez 
manuscript should be submitted . 
the editor, Rev. J. C. Wynn) a 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelp 
7, Pa, by the deadline of August 
Preachers are invited to enter gs 
mons about marriage, parental 
sponsibility, family religion, sex st 
dards, etc. An honorarium of $25 
will ibe paid for each sermon selec 
for publication by an editorial co 
mittee from the Joint Department 
Family Life in the National Cour 
of Churches. Sermons sent in beco 
the property of the committee ; 
will not be returned. 


“Christian Children’s Fund anno: 
ces that there are a limited num’ 
of Korean children who can be ado 
ed legally by responsible marr 
couples. Inquiries should be sent 
the Administrator, Refugee Relief P 
gram, Department of State, Washi 
ton 25, D.C.” 


AUGUSTANA AND THE UNITE 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
On March 28, the United Luthe: 
Church invited the Augustana I 
theran Church to explore the pos 
bility of merger. The leaders of L 
gustana have decided to recomme 
to its Convention in June that t 
(Continued on page 13) 
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ere are only three Lutheran congregations in New 
nswick, Canada. Two of them belong to the United E- 
gelical Lutheran Church. They are located in New Den- 
fark, N. B., just off the border of Maine, asettlement which 
ie established by Danes, June 19, 1872. There is another 
; ii 

| 


gregation at St. John, N.B., which also was organized by 
fe U.ELL.C., but it is now served by the Danish Church 
oroad. 

Your editor made a trip to ‘(New Denmark the week after 
ster. I had attended the annual convention of the As- 
iated ‘Church Press at Washington, D.C. Since I was not 


@ent to New Denmark and spent five days there. My rea- 
nm for going was the fact that my son, Fred V. Jensen, is 
'w pastor of the two congregations, and this was my first 
W\storate, for I served it from 1922-26. 
‘The settlement has such an interesting history that I want 
mention a few things about it. In 1871 the Legislative As- 
mbly of the province asked a man, Mr. Sargent, to bring 
anes into the province and settle them in Victoria County. 
= was to get $10.00 a head for every Dane he got in, male 
female. Seven families and ten single men landed June 
{, 1872, on the shore of St. John River a few miles from the 
sart of the settlement. They were the original settlers. 
thers came later. They were all settled in the forest of 
2avy timber and hard wood. They were given jobs to make 
rads, and then they began to fell the trees on their home- 
peads of 100 acres each. 
They had a hard time to begin with. They had no money 
ad their tools were poor. They cleared the woods and raised 
uckwheat and potatoes. If they had had any money they 
‘ould have left the place, but they had to stay. Gradually 
ey got some land cleared, and they developed a great po- 
ito farming. Potatoes are still the main crop today. They 
aise some of the best tasting potatoes produced either in 
anada or the United States. 
The settlement has been making constant progress. It is 
ne of the model agricultural settlements in the province to- 
y. When I served the congregation in 1922-26, everything 
-as done by horsepower. Now the farming has become com- 
aechanized, and horses are not seen very often. Potatoes are 
perishable crop, and therefore the prices are very fluctuat- 
ing. This year the prices had been rather low till April, 
hen they all of a sudden jumped to 10 dollars a barrel. A 
-arrel is 165 pounds. However, most of the people had al- 
ady sold their crop by that time. 
The last time I had seen the settlement was in 1935, and 
treat progress has been made during that time, both ma- 
srially and spiritually. But before I give you the story of 
inday, let me say that the church was organized in 1905. 
“he late Pastor A. P. Hansen was their first pastor, and the 
songregation became a member of the Atlantic District. Be- 
bore that time the whole settlement had been served by the 
piscopal Church. A Danish teacher, H. M. Hansen, came to 
Ihe settlement in the late seventies. He was later ordained 
oy the Episcopal Church, and therefore the people became 
yart of that church. Danish or Norwegian pastors served the 
people. So here are two denominations serving the setlle- 
ment, the Episcopal and Lutheran. , 

When the people began to think a bit more about their 
shurch and its confession, they grew restless. And some of 
-hem contacted our synod about services. When pastor Han- 
sen left, the Rev. Atlef Hansen took over. He was succeeded 
sy the Rev. Frank Nielsen. Your editor took over after Pas- 
tor Nielsen in 1922. 

During Pastor Nielsen’s time a church and a parsonage 
-were built on a beautiful spot, overlooking the whole settle- 


a= 
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By John M. Jensen 


ment. During my pastorate services were held in that church 
and in two school houses in Foley Brook and New Denmark 
station, Pastor Emil Nommesen succeeded me in 1927. Dur- 
ing his time a new church was bulit at the New Denmark 
station. The old parsonage burned, and a new one was built. 
A parish house was also built near the main church, which 
has the name, St. Peter. 

Now the settlement has two congregations, for Bethany at 
New Denmark station was organized in 1946. Pastors Harold 
Nielsen, M. P. Bollesen, A. N. Skanderup and Ejvind Nielsen 
have served since Pastor Nommesen left. The present pastor 
is Fred. V. Jensen. 

One interesting aspect of the life of this settlement is the 
fact that the people still talk good Danish. Children of the 
fourth generation talk Danish and English. Some of them 
can also talk some French. The settlement of about 1000 is 
surrounded by Roman Catholic French people, which may 
be one reason for their faithfulness to the Danish. The ser- 
vices are still in both languages. When there is English at 
St. [Peter there is Danish at Bethany and vice versa. This 
gives all people a chance to attend a service every Sunday 
in the language they understand best, for the distance be- 
tween the churches is not very great. 


One of the difficulties about the settlement has been the 
fact that the congregations often had a pastoral vacancy of 
one or two years. This is no doubt because of the fact that 
the settlement is so far away from the center of our synod. 
But in spite of the intermittent pastoral work done, the peo- 
ple have been faithful to their church, and they certainly 
have made progress. The new church at the New Denmark 
station has a goodly number of both young families and 
young people. A new high school has recently been built 
there too. They gather about 100 people at the regular ser- 
vices. 

It goes without saying that the main anniversary celebrat-~- 
tion will be held at ‘St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, It was my 
great pleasure to start the people off on their year of jubi- 
lee. The climax of their celebration will be in September 
when the Atlantic District holds its annual meeting there. 
It was a great joy to preach in my old pulpit, in the church 
which got my first love, because it was my first charge. It 
was also a great joy to see the faithful people. Many of them 
who were active in my time as leaders are still active, even 
though they are begining to show they are not as young as 
in the twenties. A number of new settlers have come since 
the twenties, and I got the feeling that it was a forward 
looking congregation. 

The old church is very interesting and unique. It does 
need a bit of redecoration, but the church already has. $500.00 
for that. Some study has to be made to retain this rustic 
appearance, which fits so well with the whole landscape, 
which is very hilly and wooded. 

The parsonage is now a modern house in every way. When 
it gets an oil furnace, it will be perfect. The churches are 
now seriously thinking of having that done; and with the 
spirit we found there, we feel sure that they will get both 
furnace installed and the church redecorated. The people 
will rally behind this program this jubilee year. 

One evening at Bethany I was asked to speak about the 
coming merger of the four Lutheran bodies. We also discus- 
sed the future of Lutheranism in Canada, which someday 
will have an independent Lutheran church. It was an inter- 
ested audience, and the question and answer period after- 
wards was most stimulating. The members are certainly in- 
terested in the whole Lutheran outlook and they are well 
informed. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Saturday Isn’t Mother’s Day 


By Dorothy C. Haskin 


Holding the glass percolator with two hands, Nancy 
poured a second cup of coffee for her husband. 


“ll fix that today, for sure,” her husband, Charles, 
promised. 


Nancy hoped he would. The handle had been broken 
for a week! But she had something even more important 
on her mind this Saturday morning. 


Chuck, her teen-age son, stuffed the last bite of his 
sixth piece of toast and jam in his mouth, swallowed it 
and got up from the table. “I’ll be seeing you.” He am- 
bled out of the kitchen. 


I'd better be seeing him weeding, Nancy thought. 


“Me, too,” [Betty Ann said, as she pushed back from 
the table, and with a swish of her braids, followed her 
brother. 


“Great kids,’ Charles said, glancing after them. 


“Tell you later if they are,” Nancy said, thinking of 
Betty Ann’s cluttered dressing table. It would have to be 
straightened today, or it would be another week before 
it was done. 


“T like Saturday,” Charles continued. “Get up late. 
Do as I please.” 


Nancy sighed inwardly. Sure, Charles liked Saturday. 
He had the day off. But it was her busiest day. She al- 
ways had to get after Chuck and Betty Ann to see that 
they did their chores and her own work was doubled 
with preparation for Sunday. But, she pushed aside her 
breakfast plate, leaned on the table and began, “Honey, 
I’ve been thinking about it for days and I’ve decided 
that I need a large print New Testament.” 


“A what?” He stared at her as if she had asked for 
one of the original manuscripts of the Bible. Then he 
grinned, “Why, honey, those are for old ladies, and you 
aren’t old yet.” 


“But—” She mustered her arguments. “You know I’m 
always tired when I stop in the later part of the after- 
noon for my quiet time. I don’t feel too much like con- 
centrating and if I had a large print New Testament it 
would be easier to read.” 


“Someday, honey, but not right now. You know to- 
morrow is Mother’s Day, and we’ve big plans. We’re go- 
ing to buy you an orchid. I ordered it from Hallman. 
You'll be the grandest mother in church tomorrow.” 


“Well, of course,’ she agreed, and when he left th 
room, she thought, there I go again, being agreeabl 
when I should have stood out for what I want. 


Later, that morning, she thought again, I’m too easy 
She went up to see if Betty Ann had cleaned her room 
The bed was made, with a ripjple-effect of the spreat 
but an apple core had been added to the mess of comb 
and plaid ribbons on the dresser. And one of her whit 
shoes was half-cleaned and lying on top of her smal 


radio. 


Nancy cleaned the shoe. They had to be done for Sun 
day. That was the trouble. The children were alway: 
getting her into a spot where she had to help. 


She went downstairs and did her usual cleaning. Ther 
she went off to the store. As she joined the other women 
pushing a basket around the market, she decided, Sat 
urday isn’t mother’s day. Tomorrow, we'll reign for ; 
day but Id like help on Saturday. Instead, I'll get az 
orchid. She bit her lip as she debated if she should buy 
corn flakes, that Betty Ann liked, or Ralston’s, whicl 
Chuck liked. 


She tossed one each into the basket, and thought, P’n 
giving them what they like, why can’t they give me ; 
New Testament? But no, they have to give me an orchic 
so they can show me off in front of others. Why can’ 
families give mother what she wants, instead of wha 
they want her to have? It was like the lavender slip. 
over sweater they had given her at Christmas. Her fa. 
vorite color was blue and she liked coat sweaters bette 
than. slip-overs. 


She walked slowly back home, carrying her twe 
heavy shopping bags of groceries. When she stepped ints 
the kitchen, her chin dropped in dismay. On the tabk 
was the bologna, unwrapped, drying up, and the loa 
of bread with the ends open. They had eaten thei 
lunch while she was gone. Charles had drunk the las 
drop of coffee and not fixed the handle! 


She dropped onto a kitchen chair and sighed. They 
would think they had done her a great favor, gettin, 
their own lunch. She put the kitchen in order and tak 
ing her partly cooked navy beans put them into ar 
earthen casserole. This she put in the oven so the bean 
would bake slowly. 


She put her groceries away, then she glanced out o 
the window. She had planned on Chuck weeding thi 
vegetables this afternoon, but no, he wasn’t around anc 
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ne garden wasn’t weeded, the weeds would take over. 

> went out into the small vegetable patch, weeded 

picked radishes. They were the first of the season 
would taste nippy with the beans. 


‘he sun was hot and her back hurt from bending 
r. She straightened up and walked slowly into the 
then. Her steps echoed through the empty house. She 
finced at the beans. They were getting mealy and the 
jor of molasses was inviting. 

She walked up stairs, to her room and sat down in a 
ker by the window. It was a (pleasant place in the 
2 afternoon with the last rays of the sun shining in. 
2 rocked for a moment, watching a man stroll by on 
} street. He was carrying a bouquet of flowers. On our 


uves, and on Mother’s Day, that’s all the flowers we 
DD 


phe lifted her heart upward and sighed, Lord, for- 
pe me the rebellion in my heart. It is that Mother’s 
ry seems so hollow when a mother wants one thing 
HW is given something else. But perhaps I expect too 
fuch of the children and Charles. 


She reached for her Bible and opened it, remembering 
rrteen years ago when she and Charles were on their 
neymoon at the Lake of Ozarks. She sat on the shore 
uile the blue waters lapped serenely at her feet and 
ad Proverbs 31:10-31. She had promised the Lord, 
these will be the verses to guide me through life.” 


Since then, she had read them hundreds of times. 
»w, she studied them. There were two verses of in- 
duction, fifteen verses of what she should do and four 
mses of reward. Not a very even division, but if the 
»rd said it would be that way, she ought to know it 
ould, and be content. 


She could hear sounds downstairs. It was getting near 
moper time and so they had come home! She knelt by 
= bed and prayed, sometimes saying two or three hur- 
~d sentences. Other times quiet before the Lord until 
ir spirit was hushed. Finally, she could say, “Lord, I 
Thee for my husband and children. Make me all 
tat Thy Word says I should be and teach me to leave 
e appreciation to Thee.” 


=n 
se 


’She rose from her knees refreshed, changed into a 
an print dress and with a light step, went down- 
mirs. At the kitchen door she paused and stared. The 
ble was set. Betty Ann was taking the beans out of 
e oven. Chuck was pouring milk. Charles, embarras- 
md, quick-like, put something at her place. She smiled, 
ou dears.” 


LUTHERAN 11 


“We thought you were resting so we’d get supper.” 
“And besides, we wanted to surprise you.” 


“We decided we couldn’t wait until morning but 
would let you have your Mother’s Day presents now.” 


“How about opening it and seeing if you like it?” 
‘Charles grinned. 


There he goes, grinning his way into my heart. I'll 
like anything he gives me. She took her place at the 
table and the family gathered around, their faces aglow 
with excitment. 


Carefully, she took the ribbon off the square box, 
then she lifted the cover and took out the orchid. It was 
exquisite. Tears came to her eyes. How could I not ap- 
preciate their dearness! 


“Put it on,” Charles urged. 


Her hands trembled as she pinned the orchid to her 
print dress. 


“Mom, look under the box.” 
at. 


Surprised, she lifted the box and there was another 
package under it. She lifted it. Oh, it felt like a book. 
She ripped off the paper and it was a large print New 
Testament. 


“You know when you asked for one this morning, it 
set me back,” Charles explained. “We had this orchid 
planned but I figured you were entitled to what you 
wanted, so I talked it over with the kids.” 


“And I had to go up town and buy it.” 
“So that was why one shoe was half-cleaned.” 


“And Dad couldn’t afford it, so I mowed the Wilson’s 
lawn and the Osborne’s.” 


“And couldn’t get your weeding done.” 


“And I put up screens for Mrs. Hanson. You know 
she’s been after me to do it. And I’ll fix the handle this 
evening. I promise.” 


“You’re dear children, and a dear husband,” and 
though she knew they wouldn’t understand how often 
she went to the Lord for strength, she added, “And a 


Great Lord.” 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


THANK GOD FOR YOUTH 


Thank God for Youth with the strength to lift, 
And the will to serve, and the heart to pray; 
Thank God for he marvelous wonder-gift 


Of Youth today. 


There are paths to be straightened within our land; 
There are darkened ways that have need of light, 
Thank God for the Youth of earth who stand 


Foursquare for right. 


There is need for a vision of undimmed eyes; 
There is need for hands that are clean and strong; 
For backs that are straight, and hearts that are wise; 


For lips with a song. 


Thank God for Youth with its latent powers; 
Thank God for the Youth that yet may bring 
Out of these failures that have been ours 


Some better thing. 


—Grace Noll Crowell. 


WHEN NIGHT DRAWS NEAR 
David M. Miller 


When night draws near and I view the 
past 

Of an old man’s life that’s ebbing fast, 

The sweetest memories that come to 
me 

Are little children on my knee. 


When night draws near and my work 
is done 

I gaze into the fading sun; 

I near the scene where the golden gate 

Wide open stands, where loved ones 
wait. 


When night draws near, all the care 
and strife, 

All the joys and tears of a busy life 

Are left behind to molder away. 

I look beyond to a fairer day. 


COUNT GOD IN 


How many Christians estimate dif- 
ficulties in the light of their own re- 
sources, and thus attempt little, and 
often fail in the littie they attempt! 
All God’s giants have been weak men, 
who did great things for God because 
they reckoned on His being with them. 
They courted on Go.l's faithfulness. 


PRAY MORE 


The great answer to prayer is the 
power to pray more, We have not se 
much io think whether prayers are 


answered as whether prayer answers. 
In a certain sense our Lord’s prayer 
was not answered, but how His prayer 
answered! The cup was not taken from 
Him, but with what magnificent cour- 
age he drank the cup. The answer to 
prayer is the power to pray more, the 
answer to prayer is that it answers, 
that it begets in the soul greater cour- 
age.—Father Andrew in “In The Si- 
lence” 


AT LAST 


When on my day of life the night is 
falling, 

And, in the winds from unsunned 
spaces blown, 

I hear far voices out of darkness call- 
ing 

My feet to paths unknown. 

Thou who hast made my home of life 
so pleasant, 

Leave not its tenant when its walls 
decay; 

O Love Divine, O Helper ever present, 

Be Thou my strength and stay! 

Be near me when all else from me is 
drifting: 

Earth, sky, home’s pictures, days of 
shade and shine, 

And kindly faces to my own uplifting 

The love which answers mine. 


I have but Thee, my Father! let Thy 
spirit 

Be with me then to comfort and up- 
hold; 


No gate of pearl, no branch of palm 
merit 

Nor street of shining gold. 

Suffice it if—my good and ill unrec 
oned, 

And both forgiven through Thy a- 
bounding grace— 
I find myself by hands familiar 
beckoned 

Unto my fitting place. 

Some humble door among Thy man 
mansions, 

Some sheltering shade where sin 
striving cease, ‘ 

And flows forever through heaven’ 
green expansions 

The river of Thy peace. 

There, from the music round about 
stealing, ; 

I fain would learn the new and hol 
song, 

And find at last, beneath Thy trees ¢ 
healing, 

The life for which I long. 

John Greenleaf Whittie 


GOD’S WORD 


God’s Holy Word has surely been 
Inspired of God, and not of men; 
No power nor eloquence of man 
Could e’er conceive its wondrous 
plan. ; 


| 


Withstanding all the tests of time, 
It stands unchanged, unique, sublim 

Proving to every tongue and race 
God’s wisdom, mercy, love, and grac 


All efforts to destroy are vain— 
God’s Holy Word will still remain 
So hammer on, ye hostile hands, 
Your hammers break; God’s Any 
stands. 


—M.E.H.. 


RIDICULOUS ANSWER 


Two yokels entered an expensiy 
restaurant and, at the end of dimne 
a haughty waiter brought two sma 
bowls. They examined them and or 
said: “Let’s ask the waiter.” TE 
other insisted: “If we do, he’ll kno 
we’re a couple of hicks.” 


After a while they still hadn’t fi 
ured out the purpose of the bow] 
and the first yokel finally asked tt 
waiter what they were. “They a1 
fingerbowls,” he was told. 


“See,” said the second yokel, “ye 
ask a ridiculous question, you g 
a ridiculous answer.”—Miles of Smile 
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tation be accepted. 

will be recalled that Augustana 
with the four merging groups till 
~, when she decided to withdraw. 
t present the American Evangeli- 
Lutheran Church is discussing 
ger with the U:L.C.A. If these 
re groups should merge and be- 
e one church, and the other four 
s, of which we are one, merge, 
bill mean that seven of the Lu- 
wan bodies have become only two. 


EDITORS TALK SHOP 


| Associated Church Press met for 
iir annual meeting. This year the 
peting was at Washington, D. C. 
church publications of the United 
ites and Canada form this Associa- 
They have a combined circula- 
of 10,555,000. 


iting to an editor. An editor needs 
imeet other fellow editors and share 
problems with them. Even though 
=se men look at things from differ- 
doctrinal points of view, yet their 
blems are very similar in many 
spects. 
he editors are very faithful in at- 
Mding, and they are very faithful to 
me in every meeting, when they get 
re. We do not know of any other 
foup who is kept on such a strict 
nedule. During two days and a 
llf we had 22 formal addresses, and 
‘out 15 informal ones, plus question 
.d answer periods. 
e were advised to be positive and 
seological in our emphasis. People 
fant to know things: They do not 
est want to be exhorted. The resur- 
ince of religion in America was ably 
escussed. It presents an opportunity 
pastors and editors that they really 
rve their people something. The 
‘arch for God is on. We must give 
Le answer. 


Practical aspects were discussed 
ach as editorializing and the use of 
ietures. The last point is not very 
Meouraging for your editor, for we 
ave no funds for the pictures. 
However, we hope to serve God bet- 
er every time we have been to such 

meeting. We also plead anew that 
astors and people send us news, let- 
=>rs, and articles. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
I, Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 


“he week after Easter the editors of 
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thought 


thered be 
Plenty!" 


...and perhaps you did have plenty ... years back, when you made 
those insurance plans. But what will that insurance buy today? 
In clothing? In food? In rent? In anything? ....... How right 
you are to review that insurance program now in light of today’s 
shrinking dollar! 


HAPPILY ... you can still make your insurance cover modern high 
living costs, thanks to LUTHERAN MUTUAL'S NEW SELECTOR PLAN. 


The SELECTOR gives you... lower insurance cost..'. high cash 
values ... liberal dividends ... and an immediate needed $10,000 
minimum. of insurance. 


Waverly, lowa 
Please see that I receive information about THE SELECTOR PLAN. 


Name Age 
Address 


LUTHERAN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE 0. 


HOME OFFICE ye WAVERLY, IOWA 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mer. 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Total synodical budget $256,668.60 
Previously acknowledged 


St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Del Rey, Calif., Pella Luth. Church 
Warrens, Wis., Ebenezer Luth. Church 
Washington Island, Wis., Trinity Luth. Church 
S dney, Mont., Chris J. Jorgensen in memory of Mrs. Bertha Andersen....| 
San Francisco, Calif., J. P. Andersen of Ansgar Luth, Church 
Portland, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Walter Poulsen in memory of Lawrence 
Rasmussen, (Sts aan Ovens eee: cecc tee cs eetearee ce cene arena Make ates eeemecte Nate Niescet 
Selma, Calif., Pella Luth. Church 
Salt Lake City, Utah, Tabor Luth, Church 
Underwood, Ia., Underwood Luth. Church 
Hugene, Ore., Bethesda Luth. Church — 
West Branch, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church 
Laurel, Nebr., Gethsemane Luth. Church 
Abdal, Nebr., Bethel S. S. for the Oaks Children’s Home 
Ruskin, Nebr., Bethany Luth. S. S., part of contents of Lenten Banks 
Shelby, Ia., United Ev. Luth. Church 
Shelby, Ia., United Workers 
Beresford, S. D., Nazareth Lath. Church 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Bach of Pella church 
Cordova, Nebr., Christian Homebuilders 
Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Waupaca, Wis., Trinity Luth. Church 
North Luck, Wis.. St. Peter’s Luth. Church 
Bucky Was.) United suwthieke hunches yer-secsicaeteer ene 
Council Bluffs, Ia., 
Minden, Nebr., Fredericksburg Luth. Church 
Mason City, Nebr., Zion Luth. Church 
Atlantic, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Oyens, Ia., Gethsemane Luth. Church 
Kankakee, Ill., Trinity Luth. Church 
Aurora, Colo., St. Mark’s Luth. Church 
Minden, Nebr., friends and employees at Bethany Home in memory of; 
John W. Larsen, Hampton, Nebr.: Mrs. Gertrude Wilson, 
ra Hansen, Mr. and Mrs. Ole Johnson, 
Andrew Larsen, Mrs. Scena Curtis, Mrs. Hanna Madsen, Mrs. Anna: 
Bowen, Mrs. Els Marquardt and Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Hansen ‘ 
Poy Sippi, Wis., First Luth. Church 
Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. Church | 
Easton, Calif.. Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Hansen in memory of Henry Mis- 
feldt, Billings, Mont. { 
Chicago, Ill., Golgotha Luth. Church 
Ostenfeld, Man., Ostenfeld Luth. Church 
Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
North Hollywood, Calif., Valley Luth. Church 
Minneapolis, Minn., Immanuel Luth. Church 
Coalridge, Mont., Emmaus Luth. Church 
Altura, Colo., Community Luth. Church 
Council Bluffs, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Tilley, Alberta, Canada, Harry Hendricksen 
Tilley, Alberta, Canada, Bethany Luth. Church 
Tilley, Aiberta, Canada, Bethany Luth. Church 
Hussar, Alberta, Canada, Our Savior's Luth. Church 


Bone Lake, Wis., 


Flaxton, N. D., Ladies Aid of United Luth. Church ..... 

Mlaxton, ND: Pastor and Mrs. J. H. Petersen ........... 

MlaSton, Ns Virmands Mrs] Paula liar sen jee sccnste ss ceeccceseenteeoene 

Flaxton, N. D., United Luth. Church, part of Easter offering .. 

nlaxtom~ INGE dD sauemited loth sur Olimar cet: atiseeasmascece sehen acaneaees 

ET AKVa ne lls ane Mave POUderSOn: (om aiteatsset seats cetientrss cat tacn en thoes occ cee ee Ree rans eeeeeee 

Fiemont, Nebr., in memory of Chris Jensen and Elmer Clausen of First’ |. 
uth eyCmuUnchaery oO. eOL CACHE reciente ceeoictscth Sadun scares cteyre an eeeobe ante ototon ea ee eee eee ! 

Eremont, Nebr, Eirst. Luth. Church (2.4. 


Blk iHorn,.. Pas Jee Po Neve rite n isin 
Geneva, Minn., Community Luth. Church 
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Received Homes 


Miss Lau- ... 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil Anderson, .., 


Clifton, Tll., Zion Ev. Luth. S. S., contents of Lenten Banks ....................... 
Viborg, S. D., in memory of Martin T. Johnson: Mrs. Charlie Petersen! 

SSE ATI OCONEE ATI SE Tl pe Ieee cee occ oss suas ence ate naenice Goede eet SS ee Eee cereinsoee 
Lincoln, Nebr., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 


Sleepy Eye, Minn., Trinity Luth. Church 
OmanharbeeNebriw eeliae Hiveeekath. “Church pc etsccscesencse aces seeehctesee tere cenen seaeinestne eae 
Blair, Nebr., Miss Sena Bertelsen in memory of Edward Eskildsen, Mal- 
Cea MON bo ereatcnieeeressusrsnniesundearoUsnnsscenvsancs satbeacateterscatettdecagsescstecnccntertnes otenstibotetetete | 
Chicago, Jll., in memory of Thorvald Jacobsen, a former member of 
Ebenezery (owas toncemnte (@himrch) se ees. seeceres eae nee ence os «eee ome eee { 
Irene, S. D., Turkey Valley Luth. Church ............ J 
Selma, Calif., from a friend in Pella Church ......... { 
Racine, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church ............. 


ROVal elas chilehemes MU chienCnltlirCh) sete semerecceesner: 

Coulter, Ja... Nazareth Luth. Church /.......: 

Orum, Nebr., Immanuel Luth. Church 

Redvers, Sask., Canada, Dannevirke Luth. Church ...........:c..:cci.000 
Mason: City. ‘Nebr:> Zion® Lulths wehurchy Hiawce nrc teeter ever ceeee meme ae ore 
Scranton la. hinstiolthe © MUrCh ete. meee Es aera 

Dannevirke, Nebr., Paul C. Paulsen of Elba 

Dannevirke, Nebr., Dannevirke Luth. Church _......... 


Neola, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. S. S., Easter Banks 


INGO, BEL. Site JERNMey Toyhin, CONNIE seoccooendecdensoeasjcdoueon 

Hazelwood, sMinnk, wimmanvel Sut, eS.) Sameer eee eee eee. en al 
lienioatahy corer, Crib, Shin Jetnnaltey Aaa, MOVIN, vboreioacepsonecodnee reo-ce 

Montreal, Quebec; Can., St: Ansgar Dan. Luth. Chureh .........0...0..,-... 
Green, Bay.) Wise (bernel initia hunch serene eereee eeeccee ce ee eee eee 
Pass Lake, Ont.. Can.. Salem Luth. Church 


TOTAL 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


Chii- 
dren’ General Home Indian Utah 
: oy Fund Mission Mission Mission 


1542.00|6588¢) 
1492.51/45744 


Total 


14750.10|83300.00/25000.00|58646.50|7550.00| 
ier arer! 65792.18|21310.53|51783.55|7274.72 


300.00 

500.00 
200.00 
2510.00: 


} 
35.816 


705.00) 
200.00 

28.10) 
100.00 


100.00 


Total Japan rere Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Forel 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missio 


Budgot.: for 01954-1958, sets cpsctch ee cack ee es nce ede | 


1116000.00/15500.00)10000.00/15000.00| 136720.00! 


Previously acknowledged —.........cccccccccccssereeee: [64850.13|/14986.98|11733.42|13817.42|15679.74|1271.08| 228.26] 6750.23] 383 
Flaxton, N. D., United Luth. S. S. | 73.62||. Pes in | 
Royal, Ia., Naomi Circle of Bethlehem Luth. Church in memory | ....._ |] .............. | 
Of pe Mirs Be Miles aiNiel sor gy ac. cu.ccecteercet aur tant des eens Renee BECO cecacetcioor eet eect 
Eugene, Ore., the Mission Sewing Circle of Bethesda Church j............ ||... | 
for training of an Evangelist, in memory of Rev. Alfred |_....... eee tes ae Se Nhe, 
THOMPSON TRLIOS MATIC CLES] etsy. tecericrsssotess vernnesss overnite eee He SELOOS OO) Secs | 
Ruskin, Nebr., Bethany Luth. S. S., part of contents of Lenten 
Banks ire ge case dass eas Means See terains 20 See Acta eineadicas tea ataas cae eehe oe eae | 49-341 See | 49.3.4 |e cae [Sao eeeereeccc [cna fa enuuutnes | 
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f 


PY, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. Nels Bach for a native worker in Hood eee 
TCI ska iaageg Me Ae Ri Re a a | 350.00 
SEO eel mmATINIG | VOLE CNSEM © crceg.sccseceosesetedeescecteges cc los-4ssseces.cs 10.00 


by 
' 


| IS@IUS. SRURNA Saxetiiatiet 5 .U TG alt cepa 5” arse ei ne one i 50.00! 
head, Ia., Bethesda Luth. Ladies Aid for Life Member- |............ 
ships for Mrs. L. P. Eskelsen and Mrs. Laurence Hundahl | 13.501) 
Hyon, Mass., Bethany Lad’es Aid for Life Mebership for Mrs. | ........ ‘ 
Martin PEdensen, GLaVNTin BVLASS.. (hoi Gbe irae a er, hee: 6.75) 
fehinson, Minn., Main Street Luth. Ladies Aid, Life Mem- se 
Peas UD On Mins: Ne Be FLANSENn ssccdsiiseecs an entsetescdlsssideans. | 6.75, 
@ps, Ia., Gethsemane Luth. Church ..... | 12.50] 
| Pbens, N. D., Bethlehem Luth. Church 4b SIGINT (shuren teatil boumcracee teem seemeeaweeceell sack Sopa | obo 
@thfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Ev. Luth. Church 225.00 5.00) .. 
ieee eeisethietem! Lath, (Sy Sg ascte. de | 166.08} ; 
‘SHONOH,” NWGIS, TORAH MO WHEN, (OUND Dyacunsnmecabton-cechscutseecancnonsnoacrens. 181.8 
Aocna, Calif» Bethany» Iouth, Church ....$<.Qec0e sae ne 1 
mpier, Calif., Spring Jewish Mission Meeting .........cccccccc.. | 
meey, Mont., Pella Foreign Mission Society ........ccccccccccssssccesecees | 
ey. Mont., Pella Foreign Mission Society in memory of | 
Bre MerALL TOG: THOT SOM hin. vases peeia teak cesses oene¥!e ek eaedecisecssseiesacieosses | 


NGI CALLED SAG ee eee. Src. c,h 
Bey, Alberta, Canada, Harry Hendricksen : | 
| ine Alberta, Canada, J. V. Andersen 


xton, N. D., United Luth. Church, part of Easter offering 


ney, Mont., in memory of Mrs. Peter Andersen: Mr. and|_....... 
|Mrs. Herman Hansen $1, Mrs. L. C. Miller $1, both of | 
Mipectnesda es Church) Murene, sOres  i.cnsciccseuu.hes. Series. tess 

PRO DUpeNGD Ip eh instant. ©CHUNCH ls... beretacsees te acxeteeteeey tees 
w<sonville, Ia., Luther League of Bethlehem Church 


iprg, S. D., in memory of Curtis D. Christensen: Nels H. 


Christensen, Lars N. Christensen, Harvey G. Tansen ie eae 


@ested, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church and S. S. 


menevirke, Nebr., Dannevirke Luth. Church  .........cccccccccccesscgecosces 
fstby, Mont., Emmaus Ladies Aid in memory of Rev. Alfred | ......... 

HAOMpPson . | issn: Ocho SPERM soce keer dope STRAT REE PEE ere eee ee | 
mMipaca, Wis., Trinity Luth. Church 


wood, Calif., St. Paul’s Luthm. Church for Rey. Paul John- 
sen for May and June 


twood, Calif., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
saeebay Wis, sbethel Lutho Church  ................-cc00 { 
een Bay, Wis., Mrs. E. E. Christensen 


* Chicago, in memory of Thorvald Jorgensen: Carl and Tilda Christensen, 
sen, Thora and Jack Hesthaven, Louise and Walter Larsen, Betty and Louis Nielsen, Carl Nielsen, Miss Anna Jensen, 


. Hanna and Matt Ronne each $2, John and Jensine Sorensen $5. 


“eived with thanks. Blair, Nebr., Apr. 


[Depression, gloom, pessimism, despair, discourage- 
fant, these slay ten human beings to every one mur- 
pred by typhoid, influenza, diabetes or pneumonia. If 
berculosis is the great white plague, fear is the great 
rack plague. Be cheerful!—Dr. Frank Crane. 


* * * 


A great deal could be said about the friendly side of 
rmptation. This so-called “enemy” is often the very 
-ed of Christian virtue, encouraging patience, establish- 
.g powers of endurance, bringing the satisfaction of 
.oral victory. It is at once the mother of ethical life, 
ae training ground of perfection and the classroom of 
aracter. All this, plus the additional opportunities it 
fers to bring light to wisdom, a spur to discipline, and 


NEW DENMARK, N.B. CANADA 
CELEBRATES 50th ANNIVERSARY 


(Continued from page 9) 


It was in the horse-and-buggy days when my wife and I 
fame here in 1922. It was a rather lonesome place. About 40 
niles away, in Maine, there is an Augustana Lutheran 
‘hurch, but I could not get there because of my means of 

ansportation. And Westbrook Maine, was the nearest 
eighbor of our own synod, 350 miles away. But the auto- 
nobiles have changed this. 

“In conclusion let me say that the Lutheran church on the 
hole in Canada is just now finding itself. It has a National 
sutheran Council with headquarters at Winnipeg. It is be- 
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m) 3.00)| : foal ee 
168888.56||15809.73/12107.26|13893.4 2116360.55 


1.00} 


253.26] 8754.55| 3 


1326.79 


Carl and Martha Kenneth and Gloria Chris- 


Christine Peter- 


Chy'stensen, 
Total $25.09 for the Indian Mission at Oaks. 
30, 


1955. H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


an inspiration to courage, marks it as one of the most 
valuable forces in our lives. 


Shall we continue to run from temptation like fright- 
ened hares before the hounds? Shall we snuggle down 
deep into our little foxholes of fear and plead for an un- 
tested peace of mind? Emphatically no! 


Righteousness is the means to happiness. It is the 
most important element in Christian life. We dare not 


shun what does most in the molding of our characters, 
in the creation of our spiritual greatness, and even in 
he establishment of our happiness. Our responsibility 
and our opportunity, therefore, are to call first on Di- 
vine assistance, then to rush out gladly to meet this 
friendly enemy.—From Friendly Enemies by Robert R. 
Brown (Fleming H. Revell Company) 


ginning to look at itself from a national point of view. The 
Lutherans are strongest in Ontario, and in the three Western 
provinces. Quebec and New Brunswick have but few Lu- 
therans, _ 

Looking into the future it is very gratifying that our 
synod was able to establish a Lutheran congregation in this 
province. Under God the Lutherans of ‘St. Peter and Bethany 
will be a torch holding up the light in this province both 
socially and spiritually. 

So we can only wish them the blessing of (God in the years 
ahead! 

I was very happy to visit the people this jubilee year. It 
was great to meet them all, and my thanks go to them for 
their kindness and hospitality. 


V.B.S. PUBLICITY MATERIALS 


No. 5519 
DOORKNOB HANGERS 


New—Popular promotional item not 
easily overlooked. Made to attach to 
the doors of homes in the neighbor- 
hood. Printed in black and red, its de- 
sign matches the posters. Allows space 
for imprinting essential data. 5% x 8 
inches. 


NOs D519 sajon wctmrisnncis seus 95c per 100 


POSTERS 


New—Arresting red and black post- 
er, 18 x 22 inches. Displayed on church 
bulletin boards, store windows, trees, 
etc., these bright, dignified posters will 
reflect the enthusiasm of your invita- 
tion. 


NO.:35 10 Shae a ota GEN 10c each 


RECORD CARDS 


A 3 x5inch card which provides space 
for complete information on every child 
enrolled, together with check space for 
an accurate attendance record. 


NOs2056@r cr eet ee 60c hundred 
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No. 5511 

POST CARDS 
New—For use in direct mail promo- 
tion. Designed in four colors and fea- 
tures, the scene “Walking with Jesus” 
by Francis Hook. Space alloted for 
date, time and place. Standard post 
card size. 


NOW 5511 nae 20c doz; $1.00 per 100 


Also available. Four-color card of 
Jesus and children. Limited stock. 


No. 5401 ..6..5.. 15e doz; 75c hundred 


BUTTONS 


New—Enrollment button any child 
will be proud to display and wear on 
coat, lapel, cap or dress. In four bright 
colors. Features illustration of Jesus 
telling a story to children grouped at 
His knee. One inch in diameter. 


No. 5515—Lutheran Wording 50e doz. 
$2.25 hundred 

No. 5516—General Wording....50e doz. 
$2.25 hundred 

Also available. Four color button 


with synagogue schvo! illustration. 
Limited stock. 


INO Leer 30c doz.; $2.00 hundred 
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200 S. Fifth Street 
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Making 
Religion 
Real 
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By Nels F. S. Ferre 


Here is a vital book that d 
beneath present-day concerns W 
surface adjustments and persona 
ty conflicts to consider deeply 
place of religion in our daily liv 


Specifically, Dr. Ferre has 
written a book that offers con- 
crete help and guidance on 
making religion real: through 
Thinking, through Reading, 
through Prayer, through Wor- 
ship, through the Family, 
through Friendship, through 
Giving, and through Suffering. 

For those who think religion 
desirable but vague, Dr. Ferre 
gives it concreteness: for those | 
who think it hard to relate to 
life, he makes it applicable: 
for those who think it insub- 
stantial, he makes it reality. 

“For those who make re- 
ligion in all of life, life be- 
comes love’s chance to give; in 
such giving is the finding of 
self here and in the life to 
come, for in giving is God and _ 
and in Him alone is life, love 
and reality.” 

MAKING RELIGION REAL 


warmly written and filled with 
wealth of personal detail. 


$2.00 


(Postage 8c) 
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> 
as Lutheran Publishing House 
«=: 200 :'S. Fifth Street 
Mi Blair, Nebraska ' 
¥ Please send me the following: ; 

—Making Religion Real ‘ 
, —Doorknob Hangers ‘ 
§ —Posters 
-” Record Cards 
a4 —Posteards —No. 5511 

—No. 5411 ‘ 

4 —Buttons —No. 5515 : 
-% —No-5516==<==No. 7 ‘ 
- —DVBS Catalog 
as I enclose $ c.0.D.— Charge— 
x Name facsutise cee 
MM Address 
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